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Wilderness...

who said, “There are no words
that can tell the hidden spirit of
the wilderness.”

A process was established
for designating wilderness ar-
eas, one that made certain pub-
lic input would be involved.
Public input to the Forest Ser-
vice goes on to that agency’s di-
rector, then to the secretary of
agriculture, before it reaches the
president. From the president it
goes to Congress as a recom-
mendation.

“This can take 30 years,”
Potts said. “It’s not a quick deal.
It's a forever decision, or at least
for a long time.”

But there have been cases
where it was decided that a des-
ignated area should not have
been included in the act, and a
change has been made, accord-
ing to Potts.

The Forest Service is in the
process of updating its forest
plan, and is holding public
meetings. That is an avenue for
public opinion to reach the For-
est Service in regard to the
wilderness areas.

Potts also said the Wilder-
ness Act is in tune with multiple
forest use, since it recognizes
other uses in the rest of the for-
est.

from page A-1

Jack Hedlund, executive di-
rector of Allegheny Forest Al-
liance, said, “There is a huge
paradox with wilderness in pop-
ulated areas.” For an area to be
“untrammeled by man,” people
must not leave their mark on an
area, and must cease to make a
living there, according to Hed-
lund.

Potts said his own friends in
the timber industry have said
they realize they have the rest of
the forest to work with. Hed-
lynd said that three of the eight
areas being recommended for
designation are currently used
for recreation. If they are desig-
nated wilderness, other areas
will likely be designated for
recreation in their place, Hed-
lund said, leaving even less land
available for commercial inter-
ests.

Potts responded that rural
communities in the United
States with designated wilder-
ness areas have a higher stan-
dard of living and lower unem-
ployment rate than those rural
areas that don’t have such des-
ignations.

A member of the audience
who wished to remain unnamed
said the designated areas are ex-
tremely important for those who
do not have these locales close
at hand.

“A lot of people in this coun-
try need to get what we take for
granted,” he said.

Don Payne, Kane, a timber
purchaser, brought up the im-
portance of bringing tourism in-
to the area. There is a need, he
said, to draw people to rural
America.

According to Potts, the work
designating wilderness areas is
not a simple task. It has, he said,
“a beautiful complexity. You
can’t do it in a hurry, and you
can’t undo it in a hurry.”



