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From Page One

Coalition...

Senators Arlen Specter and
Bob Casey, to discuss the
possibility of designating
more wilderness area in the
Allegheny National Forest.

“It was pretty positive,”
Johnson said. “We told
them we hoped for their
support in the future.”

The Friends of the Al-
legheny Wilderness’s pro-
posal identifies over 54,000
acres of wilderness-quality
land in the national forest.

Currently, there are two
designated wilderness areas
in the ANF - the Hickory
Creek Wilderness Area (ap-
proximately 8,600 acres)
and the Allegheny Islands
Wilderness (just under 400
acres).

The two wilderness areas
make up less than two per-
cent of the Allegheny Na-
tional Forest’s 513,000
acres.

“Clearly there is a short-
age of designated wilder-
ness in our national forest,”
sad Dave Rothrock, presi-
dent of Pennsylvania Trout
Unlimited. “The areas iden-
tified in the Citizens’
Wilderness Proposal are the
remaining roadless and
most untouched natural ar-

eas on the Allegheny Na-
tional Forest. They are one
of our greatest public assets
and provide refuge for natu-
rally reproducing brook
trout. We need to ensure
they remain wild for our
children and grandchil-
dren.”

*“This is an issue for all of
us who call Pennsylvania
home,” David Sublette of
the Sierra Club said. “We
have but one national forest.
It is heavily used - more
than a third of the nation’s
population is within a day’s
drive. If we do not move
quickly to protect these un-
developed areas, they will
be lost as the natural areas
they are today. Senators
Arlen Specter and Robert
Casey and the state’s entire
congressional delegation
must be encouraged to act
now.”

For more information on
the Pennsylvania Wilder-

ness Coalition, contact
Johnson at kKjohn-
son@pawild.org.

For more information on
the Citizen’s Wilderness
Proposal, visit
www.pawild.org.



