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Confirmed In County

Hemlock-attacking insect found

By BRIAN FERRY

bferry@timesobserver.com

Hemlock woolly adelgid, a
tiny bug that poses a major threat
to hemlock trees, has amved in
Warren County.

Signs of the invasive bugs
were spotted by Kirk Johnson of
Friends of Allegheny Wilderness
while he was in the Webbs Ferry
boat launch area of the Allegheny
National Forest.

ANF Silviculturist Andrea
Hille went with Johnson to the
site where he found cottony,
white tufts at the bases of needles

on hemlock branches. She took
samples and sent them to U.S.
Forest Service Entomologist
Rick Turcotte for confirmation.

From there, the samples were
sent to the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Both the state and the feds con-
firmed Johnson’s evaluation —
Warren County is now positive
for hemlock woolly adelgid.
“The Hemlock Woolly Adelgid
has been confirmed in Warren
County,” Department of Agricul-
ture Deputy Press Secretary
Nicole Bucher said. “This is an

insect that has been in Pennsylva-
nia since the 1960s and devas-
tates the state tree - the Eastern
Hemlock.”

The pests were found on the
national forest, but that they were
in Warren County, Pennsylvania,
took precedence. “It’s a big deal
when we find something in a new
county,” Turcotte said. The de-
partment “does all of the final de-
termination.”

Johnson has been keeping his
eyes open for signs of the crea-
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Allegheny National Forest Silviculturist Andrea Hille uses a
loupe to take a close look at a hemlock twig suspected of being
infested by hemlock woolly adelgid.



Hemlock woolly adelgid...

tures, but he:didn’t want to
find them.

“This is a day I’ve been
waiting for with trepidation
for 10 years,” he said. -

“It kills hemlocks,” Tur-
cotte said. “In areas it’s
been there a while, we have
seen extensive mortality.”

Hemlock makes up
about seven percent of the
tree population on the Al-
legheny National Forest.

There used to be a
greater percentage of hem-
locks. Because their num-
bers have already dwin-
dled, the trees have become
even more valuable. “Now
it’s more important ecolog-
ically,” Hille said. “Hem-
locks are home to a huge
number of insects.”

The popularity of the
tree with insect species is
part of the problem regard-
ing hemlock woolly adel-
gid. Birds that land in a
hemlock to snack on some
insects might carry HWA
to the next tree they visit.

During their crawler
phase, the adelgids can also
be carried by the wind, Tur-
cotte said.

They are also spread by

human activity. “They’ve
been moved around a fair
amount on nursery stock,”
Turcotte said.

- There is no “landscape

scale” treatment for hem-

lock woolly adelgid, he
said. “You oan’t treat a for-
est.” Once identified, indi-
vidual trees can be treated
with chemicals. There are
also biological agents that
can be used on a small
scale.

Due to limited funding,
the Forest Service has to
evaluate the extent of prob-

Jems like an area of hem-

lock woolly adelgid infes-
tation and what acuon is re-
quired.

“We need to delineate

" the extent of that infesta-

tion now,” Hille said. “As a
forest, we:have that site and
the one along the Clarion
'going to have
iinehow we’re go-
ing to approach those
sites.””

The public can help slow
the spread and minimize
the:damage.

Johnson said he makes a
habit of taking a look at
hemlocks. Until two weeks

ago, he had not found any-
thing troubling. When he
did, he contacted Hille and
showed her the problem
area.

“He did all the right
things,” Turcotte said.

The agencies have ex-
perts who know just what
to look for, but their num-
bers are limited.

“The first thing is you
have to find it,” Turcotte
said. “It’s really hard to
find, especially at a new in-
festation.”

“That’s why havmg the
public’s hélp is a major

component of any of our

insect and disease pro-
grams,” he said. “We al-
ways tell people to do, if
they see dying trees or
something unusual in the
trees, let the land manager
know.”

“It’s amazing how some-
thing so tiny could be so
devastating to a whole

species of tree,” Johnson
said. _
“They feed at the base of

the needles... on the food
reserves in the twigs,” Tur-
cotte said.

After the trees lose that

source of nutrients, they de-
cline and stop producing
new growth, he said. Most
of the trees’ photosynthesis
takes place in new growth
areas.
Over a period of five to
seven years, the tree dies.
Every hemlock woolly
adelgid on a hemlock is fe-
male, Turcotte said. They
essentially clone them-
selves twice a year, laying
50 to 300 eggs each time.
“They have a complicat-
ed life cycle,” he said. The
creatures spend the second
half of their lives on spruce.
In that stage, some of the
insects become male.
Johnson, who is execu-
tive director of Friends of
Allegheny Wilderness, is
arranging a volunteer sur-
vey for hemlock woolly
adelgid for Sunday, Sept. 8,
in the proposed Corn-
planter Wilderness Area.
“Members of the public
with an interest in helping
can contact FAW at in-
fo@pawild.org to sign up
or to ask for additional in-
formation,” he said.



